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Bottom: Car 61 of the Dunedin City Corporation in Princes Street, Dunedin, bound for St Clair about 
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BOYS FRONT CAR, GIRLS REAR CAR 
By Dale Budd 

Dale Budd was inspired by the accounts of bygone days in Hobart and Launceston (TW August 
1990) and Brisbane (TW August 1991) to write these reminiscences of travel on the North Sydney 
system from around 1950 to its closure in 1958. 

I was born within earshot of the Neutral Bay 
tramline, which perhaps explains a lot, and for 
the first two years of my life lived at 8 Florence 
Street, Cremorne. This was right on the 
Cremorne line - there was a stop at our front gate 
- where the line left Florence Street and ducked 
behind some blocks of flats to reach Murdoch 
Street. 

By the time I was old enough to notice, we had 
moved east to Mosman. My first tram trips were 
with my mother, going to pick up my elder sister 
from school in Military Road, Neutral Bay. 
Once I was sitting on an outside seat on an O car 
when a plaster-of-paris egg, intended to encour
age hens to lay, rolled out of my pocket - I had 
appropriated it as a toy. I must have been only 
about four or five years old, but I can still see it 
falling onto the footboard and then onto the 
roadway where of course it smashed into many 
pieces. 

When my mother, with me in tow, went into 
the city to go shopping - not many suburban 
shopping centres in those days - we would return 
on the Neutral Bay ferry, catch the tram up the 
hill and so reach Military Road in time to meet 
my sister at school. 

One day we were driving in the car along 
Rangers Avenue, an east-west street which links 
Avenue Road with Spofforth Street, when 
around the corner came a brand new tram on the 
back of a truck. What a sight! Its number 
became engraved in my memory: 1999. Little 
did I know that it was North Sydney's first post
war R1. en route to the Zoo to be placed on the 
track. From later research, the date was 19 
December 1951. 

From early 1950 until the end of 1953 I trav
elled by tram once a week, on sports days. I 
went from Mosman to Young Street, up the hill 
from Neutral Bay Junction, the nearest stop to 
Primrose Park. From the beginning of 1954 I 
went to school at North Sydney, and became a 
daily tram commuter. The fare was a penny each 
way. I had some choices at the Mosman end of 

the trip. I could walk, or catch a bus, to Mosman 
or Spit Junction, and I could catch trams mostly 
bound for Wynyard, or school services to 
Milsons Point. Some of the latter started from 
interesting places like Gordon Street crossover 
on the Balmoral line, and some changed their 
destination, on arrival at North Sydney, to con
tinue over the bridge to Wynyard. Gordon Street 
crossover was the true destination of trams 
showing "King Max Street", a couple of blocks 
away. Who was King Max? Was he pleased to 
have a short narrow street named after him, 
filled with tram tracks from kerb to kerb? 

Pretty soon my travel in the morning settled 
into a pattern. I walked to Mosman Junction and 
caught a tram at 7.49, whose destination was 
North Sydney Station. It started at Raglan Street 
crossover, whereas most trams from Mosman 
Junction used the crossover alongside the post 
office, a few hundred yards closer to the city. 
This trip was run by a single O car, and the first 
tram photo I ever took, on a folding 116 size 
camera, was of car 815 about to leave Raglan 
Street on this service. 

We had the same driver - Mick - and the same 
conductor - Muscles - on most days, the regular 
schoolboy passengers gave the conductor his 
nickname after he pulled the signal cord so hard 
he broke the strap. We got off at the corner of 
Miller and Blue Streets, one stop before the end 
of the run, and Mick let us reset the destination 
sign as we walked around the front of the tram, 
which ran Special from North Sydney to, I think, 
Gore Hill. Not many trams ran Special, in con
trast to this infuriating practice adopted by buses 
which cruised past you, waiting at a stop. 

We all had our regular seats, and we sat in an 
open compartment, rain, hail or shine. On wet 
days we rolled down the blinds. They were usu
ally jammed, and unsticking them was a chal
lenge. From what I learned on O cars I can fix 
any jammed roller blind in the world. 

There was much to interest an observant young 
traveller. Trams from Mosman Wharf ran to 
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"...The first tram photo I ever took was of car 815 about to leave Raglan Street.. 
Mosman Junction, about to depart for North Sydney in 1956. DALE BUDD 

The 7.49am from 

Cremorne Junction, but in the morning around 
8.00am there was a trip to Chatswood Station. 
(This was mentioned in the article on the Athol 
diversion In TW November 1991: it was still 
running as a corridor car in the 1950s). 

Then there was the odd little tram occasionally 
to be seen at Neutral Bay Junction on the branch 
in Wycombe Road. How could such a quaint old 
vehicle have such a high number like 1296, 
when the big O cars, obviously more recent, had 
numbers in the 800s? Another puzzle was that 
the highest-numbered tram I ever noted was 
2087. It did not seem a logical number on which 
to end a production run. I asked a conductor if it 
was the highest-numbered tram, and he said he 
did not know, thus destroying my faith in the 
omnipotence of tram conductors! (Of course, if I 
had not by chance lived on the north shore, I 
could well have been wrong in my guess about 
the highest-numbered tram, as well as being puz
zled.) 

Not until the appearance of Destination 
Circular Quay in 1958 did I learn the facts about 
1296 and 2087. We all owe Jack Richardson a 
debt for his early efforts in tramway publishing. 

With a timetable change in December 1956, the 
7.49 to North Sydney became a corridor car, 
retimed to 7.51. It continued to start from Raglan 
Street crossover. 

My travel home in the afternoons, from North 
Sydney to Mosman, did not follow a regular pat
tern. Mostly I waited for a Mosman Post Office 
tram, which meant I could walk home rather 
than catch a bus from Spit Junction. 

There were many minor incidents. One morning, 
the would-be 7.49 broke down on arrival at 
Mosman Junction. Without delay, the following 
R car coupled up, pushed it along to the 
crossover, put up Special all round and towed it 
off to the depot. If our tram developed a fault en 
route we would run non-stop to the depot, to 
which a message had been phoned ahead. We 
would swing into the loop where a replacement 
tram or coupled set would be standing, and there 
would be a great race for seats on the replace
ment service. A regular procedure in the after
noons, not associated with break-downs, was to 
transfer passengers from an O car to a corridor 
tram at the depot - as shown on the video 
Shooting Through! 

I was lucky to be on the spot one day when a 
dewirement at Victoria Cross brought the over
head down. This occurred right at the junction of 
the line along Miller Street to Mosman, and the 
route up the Pacific Highway to Crows Nest. A 
few yards of wire came down behind a Mosman-
bound tram that had the dewirement. I was not 
so much impressed by the brief flash as by the 
pieces of copper welded onto the rail. With a 
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"Another puzzle was that the highest-numbered tram I ever noted was 2087" The last tram built for 
Sydney about to leave North Sydney Depot for Wynyard, brand new in September 1953. NOEL REED 

"...at Neutral Bay Junction on the branch in Wycombe Road. How could such a quaint old vehicle 
have a high number like 1296?" K and Rl class cars on the last day of the Neutral Bay line, 26 May 
1956. NOEL REED 
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"...a tram could not get around the corner from Blue Street into Miller Street..." In a somewhat similar 
incident to that described in the text, an O car towes and accident-damaged corridor car around this 
corner, bound for North Sydney Depot. The bitumen strip in the foreground shows the alignment of the 
former line to McMahons Point. NOEL REED 

from underneath trams was observed occasional
ly at the top of hills, such as at Ridge Street or 
the Zoo, after the climb from Athol. 

Other events included the footboard of an O car 
slicing through the mudguard of a Morris Minor 
which had edged in too close, its driver hoping 
to beat the tram as it pulled away from a stop; a 
tram sliding in silence, all wheels locked, 
towards a motor car stalled on the line - it moved 
in time; and a schoolmate who lost his footing 
and was dragged across Cremorne Junction by 
an Rl , clinging for his life to a handrail at the 
rear doorway. We shouted for the driver to stop, 
and the boy clambered aboard, shaken and with 
his shoes ruined, but physically unhurt. 

There were other happenings which were less 
dramatic but still interesting. I once saw a 
dewirement in which the pole went up, bounced 
off a span wire and went cleanly back onto the 
contact wire. The conductor got off to attend to 
the dewirement, only to scratch his head in con
fusion. And the practice of stowing school bags 

stick and a loop of cloth, the conductor gingerly 
lifted the wire off the rail. Trams were quickly 
moving again: Mosman trams went up the 
Pacific Highway to Crows Nest, where they 
shunted on the crossover on the Chatswood line, 
then ran down Falcon Street to pick up the nor
mal route. This diversion was not uncommon, 
and was enjoyed because the tram would run 
non-stop. There is no doubt that the single worst 
feature of Sydney's tramways was the practice 
of stopping at every stop. To escape this even 
briefly was a pleasant novelty. 

One afternoon, a tram could not get around the 
corner from Blue Street into Miller Street, just 
up from North Sydney Station. The next tram 
tried to push, but could not get moving. So a 
third tram - this was the one I was on - joined in. 
The trio ground its way around the corner, with 
line breakers going "Bokk!...Bokk!" as they 
tripped out repeatedly under the extreme demand 
for power. 

Talking of overloaded electrics, smoke coming 
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"...This was right on the Cremorne line where it left Florence Street and ducked behind some blocks of 
flats..." an R car about to turn into Florence Street, bound for The Spit from Cremorne Wharf. This 
was the view from the author s first front gate. NOEL REED 

"Another tram whose number was well recognised was 2029." Newly delvered in 1952, the specially-
fitted Rl turns onto the Neutral Bay line on a trial run. NOEL REED 
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"...1934, which I recognised as a North Sydney car..." Some time before its 1958 overhaul referred to 
in the text, when it received small numbers, 1934 turns from Falcon Street into Miller Street, with a 
remnant of tracks from the Northbridge line in the foreground. NOEL REED 

in the back drivers cab once led to a tram sand
ing the track all the way from North Sydney to 
Spit Junction. 

One January day in 1958, I came home from 
the city on the Mosman ferry. I looked across to 
Athol and was intrigued to see the breakdown 
car. Glancing to the left, I could not for a 
moment recognise a familiar object in a totally 
unfamiliar position. It was a tram on the rocks, 
pointing down at 45 degrees with its front at 
water level. Arriving home, I grabbed the family 
camera (by now a 35mm Kodak Retina) and I 
literally ran around the bush track which leads 
from Sirius Cove to Athol Wharf. There was 
2000, having made its last run. A few months 
earlier, this tram had had a springing defect, 
which gave it a thumping, bouncing ride. (1999 
had the same problem, less severely). The fault 
had been fixed, but trammies remembered it and 
said that 2000 had jumped into the harbour. 

A couple of months earlier, I had taken some 
photos of Athol and had inspected the large ash 
barrier, installed after previous runaways. 2000 
went straight through this - not over it as some 
accounts have stated - leaving a fine covering of 
ash over everything in the vicinity. 

The days of trams were numbered and 2000 
was removed by lighter, to be taken to Randwick 
for scrapping. I think the possibility was consid
ered of burning it on the spot. A few days later I 
made my first visit to Randwick Workshops, on 
28 January 1958. My strongest impression came 
from seeing 1934 - which I recognised as a 
North Sydney car - being lifted into the air, 
freshly painted after overhaul. A few days later I 
travelled on it, back in service. Randwick 
offered both fascination and depression: I visited 
the paint shop and saw trams being repainted, 
then walked outside and saw O cars being burnt. 

Another tram whose number was recognised 
was 2029. Faithfully it plied its trade on the 
Neutral Bay line. For the Queen's visit in 1954 
someone fixed small flags to the trolley poles, a 
Union Jack at one end and the Australian flag at 
the other. After the 1956 closure of the Neutral 
Bay line, 2029 had its special brake gear 
removed and then returned to North Sydney to 
join its classmates in ordinary service. 

One of the good things about trams was that as 
a school student you could travel on any tram 
wherever you could get a foothold. (When the 
buses came, we were often forced to wait for 
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"...trammies said that 2000 had jumped into the harbour." By the time this picture was taken a few 
hours after the accident, the tide had gone out. When 2000 made its plunge the water was up to the 
destination sign. DALE BUDD 

k \ -
".../ looked across to Athol and was intrigued to see the breakdown car. 
2000's watery dive, 22 January 1958. DALE BUDD 

143s at Athol on the day of 
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school specials, an annoying and unfair prac
tice). There were a few school tram services, 
sometimes best avoided. The kids from Mosman 
Intermediate High School were a rough lot: 
when their O cars hove into view along Military 
Road in the afternoon, we would close the win
dows on our tram as a protection against the 
handfuls of sand that would be thrown as we 
went past. 

Of course, there were some kids even rougher 
than this, leading to the famous separation of the 
sexes on some coupled sets; boys front car, girls 
rear car. Such separation was never applied on 
buses, even on double-deckers where it would 
have been easy, so another drawback of the 
changeover to buses was an inevitable outbreak 
of immorality! 

Speaking of double-deckers, I did occasionally 
travel on buses, mainly on route 144. Apart from 
the novelty of being up high, the best thing about 
being on the top deck of a bus was that you 
could get a close view of all that interesting gear 
on a tram roof. 

Most of my travel was between Mosman 
Junction and North Sydney. Towards the end of 
tram operation, when I was a little older, I often 
used the trams to go to Wynyard after school for 
shopping trips. What a fascinating place 
Wynyard was! And how fantastic it is to think of 
those tunnels now completely wasted while 
Sydney's traffic clogs to a standstill. 

Other lines on which I travelled intermittently 
included the Chatswood line, on school sports 
days, and Balmoral and Athol which were close 
to home. I recall summer extras from Balmoral, 
where the long terminal tracks allowed addition
al trams to be laid up. You could surreptitiously 
wind through the destination roll on an O car, so 
easily accessible. The annual Highland 
Gathering at Balmoral also brought extra trams, 
with a supplementary sign in the driver's win
dow. 

I remember O cars running the shuttles from 
Athol to the Zoo top gates, replaced by corridor 
cars by the end. I recall only once seeing an O 
car on the Cremorne line, and never on the-
Mosman Wharf line. 

With the wharf lines gone, the end grew near. 
On Saturday, 28 June 1958,1 set out to cover the 
whole network on a personal farewell tour, first 
visiting Athol and Balmoral on 2080 - wonderful 
how those numbers never fade from the memo
ry. At North Sydney Depot there were two O 
cars about to set off on special excursions, and I 
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learned for the first time of tram tours. Oh, that I 
had known earlier, when the Es and Ks were 
roaming far from their accustomed route! I could 
not afford eight shillings, I think it was, and was 
too timid to ask for credit, so I continued on my 
personal tour. On the Chatswood line, a driver 
coming down from Frenchs Road had a reckless 
farewell fling - I have never been so fast on a 
tram as on that day. 

The following Monday, my mates and I looked 
with sadness from a bus at the strange sight of 
North Sydney Depot crowded with stationary 
trams. Over the following weeks they slowly 
disappeared: the wires came down, the tracks 
came up and the North Sydney lines were gone. 
But when I travel on an O car at Loftus, I always 
try to sit in the same seat - second compartment, 
facing forward, right side: the same seat I had 
when I travelled to school, with Mick and 
Muscles on the 7.49 from Raglan crossover 

"...how fantastic to think of those tunnels now 
completely wasted..." Corridor cars at Argyle 
Street portal, heading to and from Wynyard. 

BARRYTOOKER 
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40 YEARS OF TROLLEY WIRE 
.continued 

By K.A. McCarthy 

Brisbane 

Electric trams were gradually introduced along 
the horse car routes from June 1897 and the sys
tem gradually reached out to 25 suburban termi
nals. 

Although the inner city North Quay to Gardens 
and Edward Street to Gregory Terrace services 
closed in 1947, and the Greenslopes branch was 
abandoned as the main line was extended pro
gressively to the edge of suburbia, the Brisbane 
network was being expanded gradually in the 
post World War II period. 

The first trolley bus line opened in August 
1951 along the former Gardens and Gregory 
Terrace tram routes. Although the trolley bus 
operation expanded into a medium-sized under
taking, the only other tram routes replaced by 
this form of transport was the short branch 
tramway from Coorparoo along Cavendish Road 
on 13 November 1955. 

Major suburban tramway extensions continued 
after World War II to Chermside in March 1947, 
Belmont in July 1948, Enoggera in August 1949, 
Mount Gravatt in March 1951 and the O'Keefe 
Street link line in March 1961. 

New tramcars of the four-motor 400 class had 
been constructed under a generally continuous 
programme commencing with class leader 400 
in 1938 and concluding with car 546 in 1959. 
Over that period of time, major improvements 
had been introduced. Sliding doors replaced can
vas types, fluorescent lights introduced, uphol
stered seats replaced wooden ones, bodies 
lengthened and rubber insert resilient wheels 
replaced steel ones. 

On 28 September 1962, a total of 65 trams 
were destroyed in the Paddington Depot fire. For 
the following three months, the tramway peak 
hour requirements were met with supplementary 
diesel buses. On 24 September 1962, the 
Toowong, Rainworth, Bulimba Ferry and 
Kalinga lines were converted to bus operation to 
ease the situation. 

Brisbane 12-bench open car 152 and 10-bench tram 85 leave the depot for Valley 
Junction to take up peak-hour service, circa 1947. K. TRAIN 
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Between September 1963 and March 1964, 
eight new trams, Nos 547 to 554, were con
structed, the last trams built in Brisbane. 

During 1965, a consultant's report recommend
ed the gradual conversion of the tramway and 
trolley bus routes to diesel buses. The closures 
commenced on 5 August 1968 with the 
Ashgrove and Grange lines. The remaining 
Adelaide Street routes followed on 1 December 
1968 and the final conversions took place after 
the last tram trips of 13 April 1969, when the 
Queen Street routes followed. 

Ballarat and Bendigo 

The Ballarat and Bendigo tramways were 
expected to close a short period after the 
Geelong conversion to bus operation. The two 
systems, however, gained a reprieve of 14 years! 

The Ballarat system eventually reached out to 
five suburban terminals with a circular line 
through the Gardens around Lake Wendouree. 

After more than a decade of political wran
gling, the decision was reached in 1970 to close 
the Ballarat and Bendigo routes and replace 
these with private buses. 

The Ballarat routes closed in three stages from 
22 August 1971 to 19 September 1971. No. 42 
made the last run from Lydiard Street North and 
car 40 from Sebastopol. 

Although the Bendigo tramways received its 
last extension to the Lake Weerona line in 1942, 
the system only extended to four suburban ter
mini. The system closed in two stages, the 
Golden Square and North Bendigo lines on 5 
March 1972 and the Eaglehawk and Quarry Hill 
routes on 16 April 1972. These services ceased 
around 5.00pm but during the following hour a 
ceremonial parade of trams left The Fountain for 
the depot along Pall Mall, with Birney car No. 
28 being the last to leave the street. 

Prior to the closure, the Bendigo Trust was 
formed to operate the north-south route from a 
new terminus at Central Deborah Mine to North 
Bendigo Joss House as a tourist project. The 
Victorian Government approved this proposal 
for a trial period and that portion of the tramway 
reopened on 9 December 1972. 

The Ballarat Tramway Preservation Society 
was also formed just prior to the closures to 
retain, restore and operate portion of that city's 
tramway. Approval was gained to retain the sec
tion of track along Wendouree Parade in the 
Gardens for this project. A new depot had to be 
built near the fish hatcheries together with a 
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St Louis Car Co. Birney car 218 approaching 
Point Ormond terminus on the main Melbourne 
network, 15 January 1954. Of the eight Birney 
cars imported into Australia, this is the only one 
of the group to be scrapped. K.A. McCARTHY 

physical track connection to the main line. 

This venture opened on 1 February 1975, thus 
preserving another part of Ballarat's heritage for 
future generations 

Melbourne 

The last cable tramway, that along Bourke 
Street to Northcote and Nicholson Street, was 
converted to diesel buses in October 1940. The 
Chairman of the Tramways Board had been so 
impressed with double decker diesel bus opera
tion during a recent trip to Britain, that the pro
posal to substitute electric trams on the former 
Bourke Street and Port Melbourne cable lines 
was cancelled. 

After six years of bus operation during World 
War II, the Board agreed that the selection of 
buses for Bourke Street had been a mistake. 
Trams replaced the Bourke Street buses to 
Northcote on 26 June 1955 and the Nicholson 
Street branch followed on 8 April 1956. 

In the mean time, several other major changes 
occurred. The isolated Footscray tramway in the 
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western suburbs was physically linked with the 
main line at Maribyrnong on 2 May 1954. 
Earlier, on 15 January 1951, a new double track 
city relief line extending almost 3km along 
Latrobe Street opened for traffic. 

New tramcar construction ceased in 1956 and 
by 1958 the long term future of the melbourne 
tramways did not seem bright. The Point 
Ormond branch closed in October 1960 and, 
although the isolated Footscray routes had been 
connected to the main Melbourne system in 
1954, the three local Footscray services were 
replaced by buses during March 1962. Although 
the prospect of new route extensions and tramcar 
construction looked bleak at this time, rolling 
stock and plant continued to be maintained to a 
high standard. 

The situation finally took a turn for the better 
during 1973 with the appearance of new sample 
tramcar 1041 in August as the first unit of a pro
posed new fleet. 

The testing of this prototype resulted in an 
order for 100 new Z type cars with 
Commonwealth Engineering (Comeng) of 
Dandenong, commencing with new fleet number 
1. This new tram was tested in Jai.uary 1975 
while car No. 4 was publicly unveiled on 30 
April. Nos 1 to 5 entered regular service six days 
later. 

Since then, 230 cars of the Z style have been 

commissioned, together with 70 of the new A 
type-

Articulated trams in the 2000 series are now 
being progressively delivered from Dandenong 
where Comeng has constructed a sizeable test 
track. 

In 1978, the first major addition of 3.4km to 
East Burwood was commissioned and since then 
the East Preston route has been extended almost 
6km to Bundoora, the final section being opened 
during April 1987. 

Good use is being made of the B type articulat
ed units on the former St Kilda and Port 
Melbourne railways. These were converted to 
light rail operation during November 1987 and 
February 1988 respectively. 

From the general ashes of the tramway decline 
in Australia since 1952, a phoenix, in the form 
of tramway museums, has emerged. These 
undertakings in Australia and new Zealand now 
account for over 300 tramcars either preserved 
or set aside for future restoration. 

These groups can be divided into two cate
gories: 

* Those using the tramway theme as their major 
display. These museums are affiliated through 
the Council of Tramway Museums of 
Australasia. 

* Those not affiliated. In these cases the tram-

The Simplex locomotive and trailer car 74B meeting the steamer on the Byron 
Bay jetty in the 1930s. K. MAGOR Collection 
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cars are usually a small part of a general collec
tion or a supporting media for other specialities. 

Prior to presenting a brief review of the general 
preservation scene, we should look at an unusual 
branch tramway which was something of a para
dox. It retained tramcars until 1963 but ceased 
regular operation circa 1943. 

Byron Bay, New South Wales 

This 2km branch railway/tramway linked the 
New South Wales Government Railways' Byron 
Bay station with a large jetty. During its main 
operational period, the North Coast Steam 
Navigation Company ran the undertaking, meet
ing the arrivals and departures of the coastal 
steamships on "steamer days". 

The NSWGR operated the Grafton-Casino-
Kyogle-Murwillumbah railway as an isolated 
system until 1932 when the Clarence River 
bridge was completed at Grafton, providing a 
direct railway link to Sydney. 

Prior to 1932, Byron Bay was the main trading 
transfer point between coastal steamers and the 
railway. The long jetty was originally situated 
beyond the NSWGR goods yard, but following 
the beaching and wrecking of the NCSNCoy's 
passenger steamer Wollongbar (I) in May 1921, 
the newer jetty was constructed further north
wards. 

A branch railway linking Byron Bay station 
with the new jetty site was completed by the 
NSWGR in late 1924. In addition, the Public 
Works Department's Annual Report for June 
1925 stated that a start had been made on the 
£62,079 jetty construction on 31 March 1925. 

To work the new jetty branch railway a four-
wheel Simplex Motor Rail petrol locomotive 
(B/n 2129) was purchased in 1923. To carry pas
sengers, two tramcars were obtained; demotored 
C class electric car 37 arrived from Sydney in 
November 1924, followed by C2 class steam 
tram trailer 74B from Newcastle during the fol
lowing month. 

A relatively regular passenger tramway service 
continued until April 1943, when the last passen
ger steamer, Wollongbar (II), was sunk by a 
Japanese submarine. 

With the growth of the tramway preservation 
movement in the early 1950s, the two tramcars 
were often hauled out of the single track car 
shed for visitors. On 4 November 1961, a group 
of Sydney Tramway Museum members hired C 
class 37 for a trip behind the Simplex loco and 
this was possibly the last passenger activity on 
the undertaking. 

During late 1957, steam tram trailer 74B 
arrived at the Clyde Engineering plant at Clyde 

I 

The ex-Sydney C class trailer outside the car shed at Byron Bay in May 1955. N.L.CHINN 
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California car No. 6 of the Launceston tramways. This was one of the batch of 14 cars delivered for 
the opening of the system during 1911. V.C. SOLOMONS Collection 

where it was stored for the Steam Tram & 
Railway Preservation Society until February 
1959. At this time, the running shed at 
Parramatta Park was able to accept this interest
ing exhibit. Former electric car C 37 was 
obtained privately in 1963 and stored in Sydney. 
During August 1974, it was placed on loan to the 
ST&RPS in Parramatta Park. (See TW 12/1974 
for further details of the Byron Bay operation.) 

Alf Twentyman (1901 -1983) 

Alf Twentyman of Northcote, Melbourne was 
possibly the first enthusiast to purchase tramcars 
for preservation. Concerned at the gradual clo
sure of the Melbourne cable system, he pur
chased trailer 290 during January 1930, grip car 
436 was obtained in 1935 and a second trailer, 
No. 586, completed the collection after the 
Bourke Street closure in 1941. The tramcars 
were housed in a special shed constructed in his 
garden and a short length of track enabled these 
to be hand-shunted onto the backyard lawn on 
special occasions. 

Following his death in 1983, the three vehicles 
were transferred to the Tramway Museum 

Society of Victoria's working museum at 

Bylands. 

Launceston, Tasmania 

Two local trams of this Tasmanian city have 
been restored under interesting circumstances. 

Car 11 was built by the local bodybuilding firm 
of J & T Gunn in 1911. During 1976, the late 
Miss B. Ball purchased the car body which she 
donated to the Van Diemen Light Railway 
Society which operates the Don River (steam) 
Railway. In 1977, the car body was restored by J 
& T Gunn to mark their centenary. It now stands 
on display at the Great Northern Motor Inn. 

Car 16 has re-entered service at the Penny 
Royal World theme museum. This major tourist 
attraction was established in the river gorge at 
Launceston during the early 1980s. The theme is 
based around a water mill complex which 
includes restaurants, museum, gun powder and 
corn mills. The stone buildings have been trans
ferred stone by stone to the museum site. To link 
the exhibits, single truck car No. 16 of 1913 has 
been restored to working order and runs along 
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rails powered by an internal combustion motor. 

Moonta, South Australia 

Until 1931, the South Australian Railways 
operated the horse tramway at Moonta which 
linked the town to Moonta Bay in the west, and 
East Moonta and Hamley Flat to the east. 

A major museum has been established in the 
large brick former school at East Moonta. A 
double deck horse car has been restored and 
placed on static exhibition. At one stage the 
museum planned to operate the horse car to pro
vide tourist rides but a 2ft gauge mining 
tramway has been constructed westwards from 
the school/museum complex towards Moonta 
township using an internal combustion locomo
tive as the power source. 

Canberra, A.C.T. 

Three interesting ventures are in situ or planned 
for the Federal capital: 

The Tradesman's Union Club at Dickson has 
made a tramway theme the basis of its licensed 
club. The collection consists of trams from 
Sydney, Melbourne (ex M&MTB and VR), 
Brisbane, Adelaide, Hobart and Launceston. 
Eight or nine wheel-mounted cars are set up as 
restaurants within the club building. The first car 
to arrive was Melbourne W2 class 447 in April 
1980 and the collection has now grown to 15 
trams. Former Sydney/Byron Bay/Parramatta 
Park C class car 37 was delivered in complete 
form during March 1985 and this is the oldest 
car in the collection, dating from 1899. 

The sue for a National Museum and a visitors 
centre have been established in Canberra. 
Located in Lady Denman Drive on the northern 
shore Lake Burley Griffin adjacent to the 
Scrivener Weir, all animated advertisements as 
well as the model of the complex, show an elec
tric tramway linking the various theme sections. 

Information has recently emerged, but has yet 
to be authenticated, that a preservationist in 
Canberra has recently restored a Geelong tram-
car body and work has commenced on a similar 
car from that city. 

Rockhampton, Queensland 

The reconstruction of a Purrey steam tram of 
the Rockhampton tramways during the 1980s 
has been well documented in this magazine. The 
tram made its debut along the Queensland 
Railway's street-located tracks in Denison Street 
on 5 June 1988, 79 years to the day when the 
original town steam tramway ceremoniously 
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opened for business in 1909. 

An initial operating track has been constructed 
in Kershaw Park, North Rockhampton, on which 
the tram operates on selected days. 

Sydney, N.S.W. 

Interesting tramway items have been preserved 
in Sydney in addition to the main-stream muse
ums at Loftus and Parramatta. 

i) Powerhouse Museum, Ultimo 

The Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences has 
a representative collection of eight Sydney trams 
of the horse, steam, cable and electric eras, as 
well as single deck trolley bus No. 1. 
Unfortunately, only two gems of this collection 
are on public display; hearse car 27s and steam 
tram motor 1 A. 

Trolley bus No. 1 is currently on loan and is on 
display at the Bus and Truck Museum in the for
mer electric tram depot in Gannon Street, 
Tempe. 

ii) N.S.W. Tramway Historical Society 

This group has two Sydney electric cars, C 
class 12 and K class 1295, set aside at 
Marrickville for eventual preservation. 

iii) Sydney City Council 

To date, the Sydney City Council has obtained 
four former Sydney tram bodies. They are Nos 
1943, 1993, 1753 and 1923, and these stand in 
the old Rozelle electric car depot. 

It is planned that these cars will be available for 
restoration to operate the planned Circular Quay 
to Darling Harbour tourist tramway via The 
Rocks. 

iv) Miscellaneous 

Several Sydney R class trams have been 
restored onto former Melbourne W2 bogies for 
static display. R class 1849 was used for some 
time in the shopping centre built on the site of 
the former North Sydney depot before being 
sold in 1990 to a private owner at Burrawang. 
Waverley Municipal Council has R class 1808 
on view in front of the old Boot Factory in 
Spring Street, Bondi Junction. Two other cars, 
1980 and 1798, are in store at the Woollahara 
Council 's yard at Waterloo. To the north of 
Sydney, N class 709 has braved the elements 
since 1951. This car was obtained by an enthusi
ast for eventual restoration. 

Around Wollongong, N.S.W. 
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i) Illawarra Light Railway Museum Society 

This light railway steam museum was estab
lished in February 1972 to restore and operate 
2ft gauge light railway equipment, with items of 
other gauges on static display. Although mining 
"man cars' and similar industrial passenger cars 
are available, the Museum Committee decided 
from the start that the carriages should match the 
locomotives. One steam engine, the Hudswell 
Clarke Cairns, holds the 2ft gauge steam record 
for hauling 1000 tons of sugar cane. Such a 
machine demands substantial carriages! 

The museum operates five large bogie cars on 
its railway at Albion Park. The oldest is former 
Melbourne cable car 430 of 1890, while on 9 
February 1992 former Sydney C class car 95 
entered traffic after a thorough three years' 
restoration overhaul. The body of this car was 
purchased from the Parramatta Park museum 
during November 1982 by an ILRMS member 
and was finally transferred to Albion Park in 
January 1989, when restoration space became 
available. 

All five cars are mounted on substantial steel 
underframes carried on bogies. Those former 
standard gauge trams have been attached in such 
a manner which permits conversion back to stan
dard gauge if ever required. 

During 1991, the sad remains of 1886 vintage 
Melbourne cable trailer No. 110 arrived at 
Albion Park for reconstruction and is the oldest 
vehicle in the ILRMS collection. 

ii) Port Kembla Museum Project 

In 1984, the Port Kembla Chamber of 
Commerce purchased three Melbourne W2 class 
cars, numbers 370, 560 and 577, to serve the 
planned museum complex. These arrived during 
May. 

Commonwealth Employment Programme 
funds and heritage grants resulted in the former 
port signal station and surrounding World War II 
fortifications being restored at the end of the 
eastern breakwater for the Military Heritage 
Museum. A steel framed and clad tramcar shed 
and workshop building 13m x 32m was complet
ed in 1991 to house the trams and some other 
portable relics for eventual exhibition. 

The planned initial role for the trams is to link 
the museum site with a large car park area at 
Metal Manufacturers Beach, running south of 
the fortifications along Gloucester Boulevarde. 

At the time of writing, it was planned to launch 
"Australia's Industry World" as a working, pro
ductive industrial theme park which would cover 
the 1200 hectare industrial areas which have 
always been popular for overseas and local visi
tor inspections. 

N.S.W. Country Areas 

i) Goulburn Steam Museum 

This venture was launched in April 1970 at the 
Marsden Weir around the old water works, 
which features a majestic Appleby steam pump
ing beam engine as its centrepiece. In 1969, a 
lkm 2ft gauge steam railway was constructed, 
linking the museum gates and picnic area to the 

Sydney R class 1819 and C 37 viewed from the street outside the Canberra 
Trandesmen's Union Club. DALE BUDD 
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pump house. 

On 30 April 1971, former Melbourne cable 
trailer car 110 was placed in service on the 
museum railway mounted on 2ft gauge bogies. 
This car had stood in a backyard at Rushworth, 
Victoria for some 43 years after seeing service 
on the North Fitzroy (Collins Street) cable 
tramway. 

During 1975, former Sydney D class car 117 
arrived on loan at the museum. In later years this 
car operated as a track scrubber in Sydney as 
112s. This vehicle entered museum operation 
during 1976, also mounted on 2ft gauge bogies. 

By 1979, No. 110 was in a state of near col
lapse and was replaced at that time by a replica 
steel car manufactured by a local engineering 
firm. 

With the reorganisation of the museum after 
1977, Sydney D 117 returned to its owner and 
standard gauge condition. 

ii) Lachlan Vintage Village 

This large theme museum was developed near 
Forbes, N.S.W. during the early 1970s, based on 
the local gold rush and mining scenes of the 
1850s. Excellent examples of buildings from 

that and later periods were constructed at the 
Village, the various periods being linked by a 2ft 
gauge steam railway using sugar cane truck 
underframes carrying crossbench passenger car 
bodies. 

Former Melbourne cable tram trailer No. 131 
was constructed for the Brunswick tramway in 
1887 and this stood at Rushworth with car 110. 
As this vehicle was not required at Goulburn, the 
Lachlan Village obtained the relic during 1972 
for restoration and conversion to 2ft gauge. 
Rebuilding work did not commence and the car 
later appeared at Orchard Hills near Penrith for 
use on another planned light railway project, but 
again no action resulted. 

Unfortunately, the relic collapsed and was 
scrapped during late 1980. 

iii) Moss Vale 

A growing private collection of unusual 
Sydney trams is being assembled near Moss 
Vale but definitive information is not yet avail
able for publication. 

Leonora, Western Australia 

The body of the only electric tram to operate on 
the 3km tramway linking the towns of Leonora 

The deliveries of the post-war Rl class trams in Sydney permitted the withdrawal of the more elderly 
cars such as the LIP type. Here, LIP 347 heads an Earlwood-bound coupled set in Pitt Street near 
Martin Place in 1951. B J. PARLE 
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California combination car No. 6 on the Victorian Railways' St Kilda to 
Brighton tramway. This car is standing at the rear of Elwood Depot and the 
turntable to equalise single truck wheel wear can be seen at the left. 1 
January 1951. K.A. McCARTHY 

and Gwalia is believed to still exist. This 
tramway operated with steam traction and dou
ble deck cars from October 1903 until October 
1908 when the large, single truck California 
style electric tram entered service. 

A major fire in the battery room and power 
house caused electric operation to cease from 16 
July 1916, but a motor truck fitted with flanged 
wheels continued the service until July 1921, 
when a slump in the local gold mining industry 
caused tramway traffic to decline. 

It is hoped that the Perth Electric Tramway 
Society can track down this interesting relic of 
the few electric tramways in the world worked 
by a single solitary car! 

Metropolitan Melbourne 

During rebuilding activities at the Melbourne 
Museum of Technology, the No. 1 Melbourne 
cable tram set has been transferred to a glass dis
play case erected outside the Box Hill Town 
Hall. 

A replica of the pioneer Box Hill to Doncaster 
electric car of 1888 was made by the City of 

Doncaster and Templestowe for a parade in 
1979. It is now on permanent display at 
Schramm's Cottage, the museum of the 
Doncaster-Templestowe Historical Society in 
Doncaster. 

Melbourne's Heritage Fleet 

Vintage cars retained and restored by The Met 
regularly operate on the large Melbourne 
tramway system in general traffic, mainly during 
Sundays and the summer holiday period. 

This fleet is of mixed ownership. The Met's 
own vintage fleet is being supplemented with 
cars on loan from the Tramway Museum Society 
of Victoria and the Bendigo Trust. Exchange 
visits are conducted with the Ballarat and 
Bendigo undertakings on special occasions. 

Plans are being developed to house these vin
tage vehicles together in Hawthorn Depot, and 
the exchange of museum-owned vintage tram-
cars from wider sources will become a regular 
feature. 

Miscellaneous Victorian Activities 

Several complete tramcars have been sold for 
use as roadside diners, craft shops and similar 
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Standard gauge enclosed crossbench car 26 at Sandringham Station terminus. Cars 22 to 27 of this 
design were transferred from St Kilda to the new VR Sandringham tramway in 1919 and cars 23 and 
26 were available for traffic until 1956. C. COOP Collection 

activities. These, however, are beyond the scope 
of this account as their heritage value for the 
future is not guaranteed. 

The fine restoration and reconstruction efforts 
of Newton Williams of Swan Hill and Darryl 
Hawkesworth of Blampied have been reported 
regularly :n Trolley Wire. Newton Williams was 
responsible for the construction of Melbourne 
Zoo line replica open crossbench horse car 253 
and the petrol-powered cable grip car 593. 
Darryl Hawkesworth has restored Melbourne 
cable trailer 171 which generally operates with 
dummy 593. In addition, he has trailer 462 on 
his premises awaiting reconstruction. 

Bob Prentice is well-known for his involve
ment in the Victorian tramway preservation 
scene, both in Melbourne and the provincial 
cities. In 1913, nine enclosed, single truck, 
crossbench cars were ordered from Pengelley & 
Co for the 5ft 3in gauge Victorian Railways 
tramway at St. Kilda. These resembled the 
NSWGT Sydney J class cars. During 1919, six 
of these trams were transferred to the 4ft 8 in 
gauge Sandringham route. No. 20, one of the 
three remaining cars of this design at St. Kilda, 
was converted to a breakdown emergency vehi
cle at Elwood, retaining the early chocolate, 
cream and red livery. 

With the closure of the VR St. Kilda line in 

February 1959, Bob Prentice purchased car No. 
20, an initiative which is certainly appreciated in 
tramway preservation circles. 

Sandhurst Town, Bendigo 

This pioneer theme village, which features the 
early Bendigo gold rush period from the 1850s, 
is situated near Eaglehawk. A 2ft gauge railway 
links the various exhibition areas. This is usually 
worked by an internal combustion locomotive 
hauling former Brisbane Dreadnought car No. 
146 mounted on 2ft gauge bogies. This car was 
purchased from Moore 's Amusement Park, 
Yatala, Queensland in 1974. 

Victor Harbor, South Australia 

The reconstruction of the horse tramway from 
Victor Harbor to Granite Island during 1986 has 
been treated in the first part of this chronicle. 

.To be continued 
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HERE AND THERE 
NEWS ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM ALL OVER 

Canberra 

The proponents of the light rail system to con
nect Civic and Gungahlin went one better that 
the usual scale model in February. Instead, a real 
Melbourne tram was placed outside the Canberra 
Centre to show what the new transport system 
might look like. 

A light rail system from Civic to Gungahlin is 
part of a proposal by the Canberra Land consor
tium for a high-density urban village in the new 
satellite town. The "urban vil lage' concept 
involves an intermix of housing, shops and 
offices, serviced by a tram system, European 
style. 

The first stage of the tramway calls for an 
enclosed city terminus at Alinga Street, and 
tracks laid along the wide median strip of 

Northbourne Avenue to the National Exhibition 

Centre and Canberra Racecourse, a distance of 
6.5 kilometres. 

Brand-new Melbourne B class light rail vehicle 
2089 left Preston Workshops on Thursday, 30 
January, carried in two halves. It was unloaded 
in Canberra on Friday morning, 31 January. 

The official "opening" was performed by the 
Minister for Urban Services, Mr Terry Connolly 
MLA, on Monday, 1 February. Mr Connolly 
considered the project exciting and said the 
Government had already announced a study on 
public transport operations for Gungahlin, 
including a tramway system. 

2089 was displayed in Canberra minus bogies, 
but power was connected to enable the air condi
tioning and destination signs to operate. The 
tram was on display for two weeks. 

Melbourne B class 2089 on display in City Walk, 
Canberra during February 1992. The Canberra 
destination 'GUNGALIN' is showing on the desti
nation display. DALE BUDD 

The Rocks Tramway 

The plan for a tourist t ramway through 
Sydney's historic The Rocks district to link 
Circular Quay to Darling Harbour appears to 
have died. 

Buses dressed up to look like trams are likely 
to be used and Sydney's Lord Mayor has been 
quoted as saying the tramway plan is too expen
sive and would need a funding miracle. 

The Lord Mayor, Frank Sartor, could not see 
real trams in the city "for at least five years" fol
lowing a feasibility study by consultants Perry 
Development Finance Group, who estimate the 
tramway would cost more than $33 million to 
introduce. Mr Sartor said there was no way 
enough cash would be generated from passen
gers for it to be viable for a private operator, and 
he ruled out any council subsidy. The Lord 

21 



TROLLEY WIRE 

Mayor said it would need some major hotel or 
development with plenty of cash to back the 
tramway purely for the publicity. 

Brisbane Tramway Proposal 

Consultants to the Brisbane City Council have 
recommended a $50 million modern tram system 
to run between Teneriffe, the Valley and the 
South Bank. 

In the first of eight working papers delivered to 
the council, Maunsell PB recommended a light 
rail system capable of carrying up to 20,000 pas
sengers an hour at a medium speed of 80km/h. 
Further reports will suggest the best routes, 
expected patronage, the financial implications 
and when and how the system could be imple
mented. The system would cost $1 million a 
kilometre, with the cost of tramcars at $1.8 mil
lion each. 

Brisbane's Lord Mayor, Aid. Soorley has not 
ruled out financing the tramway through the pri
vate sector or through State and Federal 
Governemtn funding. Alderman Soorley is 
reported as saying Brisbane was nearing a cross
roads where it would have to decide whether to 
find new transport options or throw the city open 
to cars, like Los Angeles. 

Perhaps somebody should tell the Lord Mayor 
that Los Angeles has already seen the light! 

Melbourne's Advertising and Promotional 
Trams 

The following list gives details of the trams 
which carried advertising and promotional liver
ies during 1991. 

Advertising 

920 Government Insurance Office/Hong Kong 
Tourism 

965 Bushells/Daimaru 

976 Medical Benefits Fund/Capital Building 
Society/Daimaru 

990 Evian Mineral Water 

995 Eagle Insurance/PTC Open day/Georges 

1002 Bushells 

1011 Bendigo Building Society/Toyota/Hong 
Kong Tourism 

1014 National Tennis Centre 
1018 Benetton/Cadbury Moro Bar/N.S.W. 
Tourism 

1024 Lufthansa/Xerox/Lego Toys 

237 Fox FM Radio 
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At year's end, there were two trams advertising 
Hong Kong and two for Daimaru, Melbourne's 
new department store. Earlier, there had been 
two trams advertising Bushells at the same time. 

Promotional 

814 Equal Opportunity/125 years Royal Vic. 
Blind Institute 

947 Metland Express Safety First 

1005 Royal Australian Navy 

4 Olympic Games/Wetlands Conservation 

8 Libraries/Melbourne Now 

10 State Schools/100 years Collingwood 
Football Club 

16 Public Transport 

39 Health and Safety/Crime Prevention 

101 Recycling/70 years Royal Australian Air 
Force 

112 Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Trust 

231 75 years Kew Tram Depot 

246 Royal Australian Navy 

2014 Sandridge and Port Melbourne 
Redevelopmen 

Melbourne Trackwork 

The last weekend in March saw the virtual 
completion of the new trackwork on the St 
Georges Road job, but not without considerable 
preparation. 

On most evenings of the last week in February 
and first week of March, the 'hump' shuttle ser
vice was restricted to single track operation 
while a new access track to Preston Workshops 
was installed. A trailing crossover was installed 
in Miller Street, about halfway between the foot 
of the hump bridge over the nearby railway line 
and St Georges Road. A connection was then put 
in from the Workshops gates onto the westbound 
track in Miller Street, about two tram-lengths 
from the new crossover. The old Workshops 
access swung towards St Georges Road. 

Further preparation was in the erection of the 
new overhead for the junction, which is not on 
the exact alignment of the old junction. The new 
wiring was erected a few inches above the exist
ing overhead which was to remain in use for a 
few more weeks. In the meantime, the new junc
tion trackwork had been fabricated and assem
bled in the per-way yard behind South 
Melbourne Depot and was completed just after 
the Christmas recess ended. 
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The new entrance track to Preston Workshops swings across the front of 
this view looking towards the 'hump'. The new crossover is located 
between the two trams. 

A week before the work was due to commence, 
signs were erected along St Georges Road warn
ing that the intersection with Miller Street would 

be closed from 27 to 30 March inclusive, but in 
fact was extended to the 31st whilst the work 
was in progress. On Friday, 27 March, the junc
tion was closed to trams and road traffic at 9am 
and the old overhead was quickly removed. 
Track removal commenced and the excavation 
was completed around midnight. Enough space 
was left for one tram to shunt at the thornbury 
crossover, with buses running from that point to 
West Preston. Over the weekend, trams were cut 
back to Fergie Street, Fitzroy while the track 
between the crossover and the junction was 
completed and concreted. By Monday morning, 
the Thornbury crossover was back in use, and 
limited access to and from Preston Depot was 
available over the new Up track connection from 
the hump. 

By midnight Monday, most of the junction was 
installed, with some welding work still to be 
done. Midnight Tuesday saw the trackwork vir
tually complete, with grinding of some welds to 
be done. The road was re- opened to motor traf
fic two hours earlier. The junction was available 
for the passage of trams from the first tram 

Wednesday, although the new east-west connec
tion along Miller Street would not be available 
until traffic lights had been re-phased to allow 
such a movement. 

Although the track connection leads into the 
old Thornbury Depot, overhead has not yet been 
installed. The only remaining portion to be com
pleted is the 100 metres from the end of the new 
Down track to the new Thornbury crossover. At 
present it is a mixture of temporary track, a bit 
of the old Up track, and the temporary crossover 
installed there several months ago. 

A reason given for the slow progress of the St 
Georges Road works has been the frequent inter
vention of other more pressing track renewal 
jobs, such as the replacement of the curves from 
Flemington road into Royal Park (route 55/68) 
on 1 and 2 February. On this occasion, five Z 
class cars were isolated beyond the work to pro
vide service on the line, which runs through 
parkland and has limited road accessibility for 
the first few kilometres. With crossovers located 
each side of the work-site, passengers were able 
to walk from tram to tram to continue their jour
neys. 

On 14 and 15 March, the tracks in Flinders 
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Street, City between Market and William Streets 
were moved about two metres north to provide a 
right-turn lane in conjunction with the closure of 
Swanston Street to motor traffic. 

Very early preliminary work is under way on 
the tramway extension from Airport West to 
Shoppingtown, about one kilometre distant. It is 
expected that the shopping centre and bus inter
change at that location will lift patronage on the 
last section of that route which is somewhat 
under-utilised. 

Melbourne's Historic Fleet 

Australia Day, 26 January, was celebrated with 
a parade of transport along Swanston Street led 
by vintage trams. For the parade both tracks 
were used, with trams running in staggered for
mation about ten metres apart (diagonally). On 
the Up track (wrong road) were V 214, the repli
ca cable tram, 180, 217, 467 and Bendigo 17, 
while on the down track were horse tram 256, 
164, 106, 469 and 676. Although well-organised, 
the event was not widely publicised and had an 
early commencement time of 9.30am. Thus, no 
large crowds were out to witness the event. The 
only rain for the day fell just as the trams moved 
off, and ended as they cleared the city! 

The operation of vintage trams from South 
Melbourne Depot, which was considered to have 
had a happy ending in the last Trolley Wire, is a 
continuing saga which is not yet over. 

Around 21 January, asbestos dust was discov
ered in a vClyde' controller, the type fitted to 
nearly all W5 class trams numbered in the 700 
series. About two years ago, the asbestos on the 
inside of the controller covers was replaced with 
fibreglass, but this new dust was believed to be 
from the arc-shields. It was decided that these 
controllers should be wired closed, and the cov
ers sealed to the body of the controller with 
silastic glue. The vintage trams have similar arc-
shields and it was decided that they, too, would 
have to be sealed but this had yet to be done on 
Sunday, 9 February. This lack of vintage trams 
for the Sunday service upset the person in South 
Melbourne Depot who had been instrumental in 
having the vintage cars available for this service. 
Repercussions (outside the scope of Trolley 
Wire) have resulted in the non-return of these 
cars to the streets of Melbourne to date. 

Melbourne Tram Services 

Restraints on Government spending included 
staff recruitment for the tramways, Staff at South 
Melbourne Depot held a ~ non-uniform' day on 
20 February as one way to draw attention to the 
staff shortages. On this day tram crews wore 
street clothes and supported their grievances 
with leaflets handed to passengers and attached 
to tram stops. It started as a fairly low-key oper
ation, but management stepped in and staff who 
arrived for work out of uniform were sent home 
to change. The staff refused, so tickets and run
ning timetables were withheld and trams not 

The new Thornbury junction under construction at South Melbourne perway yard. The single track 
swinging towards the bottom right of the photo will be the new entrance track to the old Thornbury 
Depot. 
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The last hour of daylight in Swanston Street on Saturday, 28 March. In a few 
hours Swanston Street would officially become a mall. 

Once the annual holidays for workshops staff 
were over in late January, the PTC authorised 
overtime at Preston Workshops and many trams 
were quickly returned to service. 

Prototype articulated tram 2001 returned to ser
vice in mid-February and was actually seen in 
service on route 96. It has been plagued with 
faults, on one occasion an entrance door kept 
opening and closing when set to open, and the 
linebreaker kept overloading, both faults making 
the tram unserviceable on another occasion. 

Melbourne is to have a second restaurant tram 
and W6 class 937 has been chosen for the con
version which is being carried out by Preston 
Workshops. 

The early morning hour of 2am on Saturday, 28 
March was an historic moment in the City of 
Melbourne, as from that time Swanston Street 
was closed permanently to motor traffic. Plans 
are for the street to be converted to a mall, not 
much unlike Bourke Street, but retaining gutters 
which will be moved over near the tram lines. 
To date (one week after the closure) no instruc-

allotted for service. The tram crews did not give 
up so easily and took trams out to provide some 
form of service. The resultant free rides soon 
drew media attention and it made headlines. It 
was not long before tickets and timetables were 
issued - after all, the trams were running and the 
fares may as well be collected! The result was 
13 new conductors for South Melbourne and 
other depots also received new recruits. 

Also affecting services in January and February 
was a serious shortage of trams. A PTC 
spokesman said 130 of the 638 trams on the sys
tem were awaiting workshop or depot attention 
at one stage. There were cancellations from 
every depot every day. At Essendon Depot, 19 
trams were out of service. Malvern and 
Glenhuntly depots were suffering the greatest 
problems. The Toorak Road route had to operate 
with only one tram during the peak for two 
mornings in February when Malvern Depot had 
a shortage of 30 trams. Commuters at stops were 
said to have spilled onto the street waiting for 
trams. 
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tions had been issued to tram drivers operating 
in the affected area which extends from Flinders 
Street to Latrobe Street. On the first day, some 
tram drivers were stopped by police and told to 
keep speed down to 8km/h, while tramway 
District Inspectors disagreed! With no increase 
in running times to allow for the slower running, 
the trams either run late or run at normal speeds, 
the latter appearing to be the usual choice. 
Inspectors are, at times, enforcing a rule relating 
to the number of trams which can leave an inter
section at each change of lights, and this does 
not help the service. Time and experience are 
expected to overcome these problems. 

Sunday, 23 February saw the commencement 
of Z class trams in service on Swanston Street. 
Some weeks earlier, a Z from Glenhuntly Depot 
was used on a Swanston Street service, but the 
trial was not successful as at junctions with 
power-operated points, it was found that the 
point blades had passed under the front of the 
tram before the trolley pole reached the over
head contactor. The driver was thus not able to 
visually check the functioning of the points. 
Over the next few weeks, the offending junc
tions, mainly along St Kilda Road, had the con
tactors moved back about two metres. No sooner 
had the last one been altered than a tram crew 
asked if a Z could be used instead of the usual W 

class, and the answer was yes. Thus Zl class 
cars 55 and 47 commenced a new era, initially 
on routes 64 and 67, and now also route 3. 

It took a few weeks for a pattern to develop, 
but if a driver is qualified for Z cars, he may use 
one on the last duty for the evening, from about 
8.30pm until last car. When the power sub-sta
tions have been boosted to carry the higher per
formance Z trams and more drivers are trained, 
they can be expected to run at other times of the 
day. 

Malvern Depot is using their Z cars on route 
69 only at this time, as they have yet to be Fitted 
with destinations for Swanston Street services. 
When the shuttle tram is operating from 
Dandenong road to Malvern Burke Road (route 
5) at night and on Sundays, the Glenhuntly-
based W class destinations show East Brighton 
Route 64 as well as Route 5 details, but the Z 
class show East Brighton only, with no auxiliary 
sign for route 5. 

The annual "Skyshow", a fireworks display on 
Albert Park Lake which attracts enormous 
crowds, was held on Saturday, 25 January. 
While tram loadings are heavy for several hours 
before the event, the chaos that occurs after
wards is unbelievable, both on the trams and 
with motor traffic. The event is held close to 

Bendigo's 138 on a test run in Bourke Street Mall on a wet 25 November 1991. 

JEFF BOUNDS 
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south Melbourne Depot, and in past years extra 
services have been provided by that depot. This 
year, the staff shortages resulted in extra trams 
being provided by B class trams from Preston 
and Brunswick depots on route 96, a foreign 
route for those depots. It is believed that North 
Fitzroy also provided some B cars, and Preston 
some W cars on route 10. 

A New ~R-Ten' 

On 24 March, a new Tramways Emergency 
vehicle was handed over, replacing its predeces
sor which had been in service since May 1979. 
Usually referred to as VR 10', its duties are to 
transport a breakdown crew to the site of break
downs, derailments and minor defects. The new 
vehicle has several innovations over the old one, 
including a 3-axle configuration, and rail wheels 
which can be lowered for use on reserved track 
and inside depots (over pits). The vehicle was 
designed largely by the Railways. Unfortunately, 
it is too wide and high to fit in the garage at 
South Melbourne Depot where it is based and it 
is difficult to turn in confined spaces. It is 
expected that the old vehicle will be retained as 
a backup. 

Trams Exported Without Permits 

During February, Melbourne papers carried 
news items that Federal Police were to investi
gate reports that two American entrepreneurs, 
who have made massive profits buying and sell
ing Melbourne's vintage trams, had illegally 
exported at least three that were considered pro
tected objects. 

The Oregon company, Gales Creek Enterprises, 
owned by Bill Hardwick and Paul Class, is 
believed to have exported about 30 vintage W2 
class trams in the past ten years. At least three 
had been taken out of the country since 1988, 
when the National Cultural Heritage control list 
was proclaimed, prohibiting the export of trams 
built before 1945. 

W2 class trams had been sold in Australia for 
between $500 and $2000 and fetch between 
$75,000 and $280,000 in the United States after 
about between $60,000 and $80,000 had been 
spent renovating them. 

A spokesman for the Department of Arts, 
Sport, Environment and Territories confirmed 
that no permit had been issued for the exporta
tion of trams to any company. An application 
from Gales Creek Enterprises for the export of 
six trams was under consideration in February. 

MAY 1992 

The chairman of the National Trust's friends of 
the W class trams committee, Don Gibson, said 
the committee was already looking after the 
requirements of W class trams on the system but 
the trams under threat of export were already 
privately owned. He was also concerned that 
Gales Creek enterprises had been negotiating 
with the Victorian government last year to 
export between 70 and 100 trams that are still in 
service. 

The police have also been asked to investigate 
claims that two W class trams on a freighter at 
the Melbourne docks were shown on television 
in November 1991. The federal department's 
spokesman said it was unclear what the fate of 
the trams at the docks was. 

Melbourne's Double Deck Train 

Melbourne's double deck development and 
demonstration train was shown to the public 
over the Moomba weekend, 7-9 March 1992. 
The train operated a circular service around the 
city loop from Flinders Street. 

The new train has a maximum service speed of 
130km/h with an acceleration rate of 0.75m per 
second per second. The tare of the motor cars is 
51 tonnes and the control trailers 43 tonnes. The 
length of a four car set is 77.68 metres. 

The set is to be operated on Belgrave and 
Lilydale services over the next few months for 
evaluation. 

R T A 

TENDERS OR QUOTATIONS IN ENVELOPES 
ENDORSED WITH THE WORK AND CLOSING 
DATE WILL BE RECEIVED UP TO 2.15 P.M. ON 
THE DATE INDICATED UNLESS OTHERWISE 
SPECIFIED. 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN 
AND TENDER FORMS OBTAINED AT THE 
ROADS AND TRAFFIC AUTHORITY'S OFFICE 
STATED IN THE ADVERTISEMENT. 

WHERE PREOUAUFICATION IS REQUIRED 
TENDERERS MUST BE PREQUAUFIED AT 
LEAST AT THE CLASS SPECIFIED. 
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A PRECAST 

CONCRETE TRAMWAY LEVEL CROSSING. 
(CLOSING 2.00 P.M.. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 1992.) 
Tenders addressed to the Works Engineer, 

Rockdale Works Office, P.O. Box 126, Brighton-le-
Sands, NSW. 2216, and closing at 2.00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 15, 1992, are invited for: 

A contract for the design and construction of a 
precast concrete tramway level crossing across the 
Princes Highway at Loftus. 

Contract details, tender forms and any 
additional information required tor the tender are 
available from the Authority's Rockdale Works 
Office, 422 West Botany Street, Rockdale, or by 
telephoning 556 5726. 
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Royal National Park Branch Railway 

The NSW Roads and Traffic Authority called 
tenders on 30 March 1992 for the design and 
construction of a pre-cast concrete tramway 
level crossing across the Princes Highway at 
Loftus. 

You Can't Keep Good Track Hidden... 

It is 60 years since the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
was opened, and 60 years since the tram tracks 
in Mount and Walker Streets, on the old line to 
Milsons Point, were abandoned. Sixty years on, 
and a small section of rail can again be glimpsed 
in Mount Street where the bitumen surface has 
broken up. 

For some unknown reason, there appeared to be 

great reluctance to remove the tram track at the 

corner of these two streets. At about the same 
time the North Sydney lines closed in 1958, it 
had been disused for 26 years, but was clearly 
discernable beneath a thin layer of tar. 
Eventually, most of the track at the corner was 
removed - but not all. It is still there, and still 
visible - until the next patch-up job on the road
way. 

From time to time, rail is revealed in other 
places around Sydney, mostly where a coat of 
bitumen was laid over concreted track. You 
have to be sharp-eyed, for the sections exposed 
are only a few centimetres long. Glebe Point 
Road and Botany Road are two streets where the 
bitumen coating has recently given way, to 
reveal the rail beneath. No doubt there will be an 
increasing number as time passes. Don't watch 
this space, watch the roads! 

C.O.T.M.A. 

Council of Tramway Museums of Australasia 

From Executive Officer Bill Kingsley 

Operations Group 

In order to assist the Executive Officer in the 
fulfilment of your needs, Executive has given 
the all clear to the formation of an Operations 
Group consisting of Keith kings (Spare Parts), 
Carolyn Dean (Treasurer), Andy Hall (Met 
Liasion), and Craig Tooke (electrical), with 
myself as chairman, and meeting together as a 
Committee as needed. The sense of teamwork 
already experienced at our first meeting leaves 
me optomistic for the future of this Group on our 
achievements for you. 

In future, send all requests for overhead and 
power parts to Craig Tooke, COTMA Electrical 
Officer, 19 Miller Street, Fawkner, Vic 3060 and 
for tramcar parts to Keith Kings, COTMA spare 
Parts Officer, 135 Through Road, Burwood, Vic 
3125 

Electrical Rules Committee of Review 

This committee, established at the request of 
the Wellington Conference, and consisting of 
Craig Tooke (Chairman), Richard Gilbert 

(BTPS), Noel Gipps (MTPA), Geoff Dean 
(TMSV), Harold McCarthy (BT), Ian Cooke 
(PTC of Vic), and yours truly have met on a 
number of occasions and now mailed out to 
Victorian museums only at this stage, Draft 
Electrical Operations Rules which have been 
compiled and agreed to by the Committee. 
Following comments from the Victorian muse
ums, a final Draft will be circulated to all muse
ums for consideration at the Perth Conference. 

Restoration by Preston Workshops 

Recently outshopped from Preston are Y class 
469 and W7 class 1040 fullly restored and in the 
old M&MTB colours. 1040 ( the last W to be 
built) is back in normal service at Glenhuntly 
Depot, while 469 is with the Heritage Fleet and 
available for charter. Currently under restoration 
is Hawthorn Tramways Trust Californian combi
nation car 8 (ex Bendigo 3) on loan from the 
TMSV. 

Video "Shooting Through"" 

"Memories of the great days of trams in 
Sydney and Newcastle". This video deserves all 
the praise that can be heaped upon it. A magnifi-
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cently presented and edited coverage of virtually 
every tram route in those two cities. Includes 
footage from the National Archives, from old 
newsreels and from enthusiasts. 2 hours of fan
tastic memories . Compiled by the Sydney 
Tramway Museum, it is available from them at 
PO Box 103, Sutherland, NSW 2232, for only 
$33.45 posted. Don't miss out on your copy of 
this outstanding presentation. 

Cavalcade of Transport 

This event in Melbourne has now been and 
gone. The shuttle services after the Cacalcade 
did not eventuate this year due to problems with 
some of the single truck trams but this should be 
overcome by 1993. Apart from rain, mechanical 
problems with trams, and a too early start at 
9.30am, the Cavalcade was still an absolutely 
marvellous event to behold. It will be on again 
next year, but at 12 noon, and it will be bigger 
than ever. There could be some very surprising 
trams involved. Above all, I must thank the Met 
for the great and valued opportuni ty for 
COTMA, the TMSV and the Bendigo Trust to 
work with them in bringing the tramway section 
of the Cavalcade to fruition. 

Particularly, let me thank Russell Nathan 
(General Manager, Tram and Bus Division) for 
his support , Biruta Bourke (Manager , 
Resources) for her co-ordination and manage
ment at senior level and for her enthusiasm in 
helping us, Dave Thomas (Manager, Special 
Events) for his whole-hearted involvement and 
painstaking organisation, and particularly Les 
jean (Manager, Fleet) without whose tremendous 
support, help and encouragement we could not 
have survived. 

Inter-Museum Co-operation 

While Bendigo 17 and 19, and TMSV 467 
were in Melbourne, a charter of the two Bendigo 
trams for a day around Melbourne had been 
organised for the Bendigo Trust members and 
their families. When 19 failed, the TMSV were 
very quick to offer the use of their 467 by 
Bendigo at no charge as a replacement. This 
should serve as an inspiration for other museums 
to help each other when the chance arises. In the 
end, the Met (through Les Jean) offered Bendigo 
the use of V 214, which was spontaneously 
accepted, and Bendigo had the privilege of a 
twin toastrack charter. Thanks, Les. It really was 
wonderful co-operation all round. 

Car 1040, Melbourne's last W7 to be built, has joined the heritage fleet and is in 
process of being magnificently restored to original condition at Preston 
Workshops. This view of 1040 was taken on 17 January 1992. 

PETER DUCKETT 
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LOFTUS 

South Pacific Electric Railway 

MAY 1992 

JUS 
Works Report 

After many years of back-breaking work and 
frustration for Brian Muston and Mike Giddey, 
who have done the majority of the work on the 
project, the scissors crossover in Tramway 
Avenue has finally been completed. A large con
crete pour on Saturdays 1 and 8 February result
ed in all but the area around the four sets of 
blades being completed. At long last the unsight
ly barricades were removed. 

Although as yet unwired, trams have success
fully negotiated the trailing crossover and have 
on several occasions proceeded to Pitt Street via 
the yet incomplete western track. All sets of 
blades may now be operated by means of the 
underground point levers and point hooks, which 
were the standard in Sydney. 

Our thanks are extended to Brian and Mike for 
their efforts in totally rebuilding a complex piece 
of special work which will see extensive use 
until the western track is eventually connected to 
the present main line north of Pitt Street and 
south of the Railway Square waiting shed. 

Bob Cowing erected level crossing signs at the 
exit to the TAFE College on 25 January. This 
level crossing is located on our main line about 
half-way between Pitt Street and the Army depot 
crossing. 

The presence on site of a large crane on 29 
February enabled the traverser to be relocated 
eastward, next to the paling fence. This opens 
the way for O/P class 1089 to be placed in the 
restoration building following the outshopping 
of Rl class 1971. Upon completion of this exer
cise, the traverser pit will be excavated. 

Tramcar News 

Bill Parkinson is continuing the rewiring of 
1971 and on 29 February he found time to affix 
the numeral transfers to the ends and sides of the 
car, which has made a big difference to the car's 
appearance. A decision had been made previous
ly to apply the smaller numbers used in the final 
years of the tramways, and while these do not 
look as good as the larger style originally 
applied, it is nevertheless a style not previously 
represented on our trams after repainting or 
restoration. 

LIP class 154 and Rl class 1979 stand at the southern terminus of the museum line at Loftus. 

FRANK McQUADE 
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Two views of PR 1 class 1517 being lifted at Moss Vale on 28 February 1992 for the journey to Loftus 
where it was unloaded on Saturday, 29 February. DAVID KEMMIS 
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Howard Clark and Jeff Spalding have contin
ued to work on the restoration of O class 957 
with assistance from Jim Jowett and others, and 
the car is rapidly taking shape again. All flooring 
timbers have been replaced and new seats manu
factured and fitted to the centre compartments. 
Some useful spare parts were recently unearthed 
in a cleanout of O/P car 1089. 

P class car 1497 has been temporarily with
drawn from traffic for repairs to its braking sys
tem and O class 1111 has re-entered service to 
provide a footboard car for use on traffic days. 
This will be a welcome sight to our visitors, as O 
cars have always been regarded as the typical 
Sydney tram. 

PR1 class 1517 arrived at the museum on 
Saturday, 29 February, after 30 years at Bega 
and a short stay at Moss Vale. The bodywork of 
the car is in poor condition, having suffered the 
ravages of the weather and white ants. The roof, 
cabs and underframe are in reasonable condition 
and these are the important parts required for the 
eventual reconversion of the car back to the P 
class configuration. 

Bus News 

While our tramcars receive their well publi
cised body overhauls, attention has also been 
given to the Museum's Ley land Tiger half-cab 
single decker 1275. 

For some time, this vehicle has been stored at 
the premises of North and Western Bus Lines at 
Gladesville. Museum member Ken Butt, who 
has always been most helpful with our preserved 
buses, put this vehicle into his bodyshop for 
restoration to original condition. 

Under Ken's supervision, the work carried out 
has included the refitting of the rear door and 
step, the rusted rear frame repaired, the floor re
covered and all seats removed, repainted and re-
upholstered, restoring the front of the saloon to 
its original two-man configuration, together with 
many other jobs including a complete repaint 
inside and out. 

Ken is to be thanked for his generosity to the 
museum in bringing this historic vehicle up to 
exhibition standard. The result has to be seen to 
be believed. 

Royal National Park Line 

In early January, the Society submitted an 
Expression of Interest to the State Rail Authority 
of NSW in regard to our proposal to operate our 
trams over the line between Loftus Junction and 
the Royal National Park station. 
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On 7 February, the SRA advised that our 
Expression of Interest was accepted "in princi
ple, subject to the resolution of financial provi
sions and other details of the proposed use of the 
National Park line" and negotiations are current
ly under way. We are now awaiting further 
action by the SRA. 

Following representations and a most support
ive speech in State Parliament by our local MP, 
Chris Downy on 25 February, the Minister for 
Transport, Bruce Baird, announced in 
Parliament that "a decision has now been made 
to allow the Sydney Tramway Museum to run 
trams along the old line". 

Plans are well advanced to install the missing 
link between our track and the National Park 
line, and earthworks have been carried out in the 
area to prepare for the trackbed. The line has 
been surveyed and pegged out, and action is in 
hand to obtain the sleepers required for the track 
extension. 

Excellent co-operation has been received from 
the Roads and Traffic Authority, as opposed to 
their extremely hostile attitude at the outset. This 
follows on-site discussions in regard to the type 
of level crossing and other requirements, and the 
RTA's Rockdale Works Office is planning to 
install a new tramway level crossing in June to 
replace the present railway crossing of the 
Princes Highway. 

February Gala Days 

For the first time in many years, the anniver
sary of the closure of the Sydney tramway sys
tem was commemorated with a members' day 
on Saturday, 22 February as well as a special 
operations day for the public on Sunday, 23 
February. 

Much of the action on the Saturday involved 
positioning the various Sydney trams in readi
ness for the Sunday's operations, as L/P 154, N 
728 and coupled O cars 1111 and 141s (ex 1030) 
were to be in service. Despite the rather hot and 
humid weather, many members were in atten
dance. However, unlike the Christmas function, 
an early night was had by all, in readiness for the 
busy day to follow. 

We were not disappointed, and after the first 
trip of the day two trams were required on all 
trips, with the coupled O class cars proving very 
popular. While we have operated the O cars cou
pled on our members' days at both the old and 
present sites over the years, this was the first 
time in our 27 years of operating trams for the 
public where they have been used on a traffic 
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day. It was also 32 years since residents of 
Sydney were able to ride a coupled set in traffic. 

Bill Denham once again provided a very 
detailed, but easy to operate, timetable for the 
day and our traffic operations functioned 
smoothly. However, even Bill could not control 
the weather and the clouds began to gather soon 
after 11 am and by midday we were getting occa
sional heavy showers, which most certainly dis
couraged further visitors. Nevertheless, the day 
was very successful. 

The Cowing family looked after the inner man 
(person?) with Bob and Kate being rushed off 
their feet barbecuing sausages and steaks for 
sandwiches, and Douglas, Luke and Jennifer 
operating the cold drinks stand. 

The Historic Commercial Vehicles Association 
operated their buses in conjunction with the tram 
service. Ken Butt and Geoff Johnson provided 
the crew for our newly restored Leyland Tiger 
half-cab single decker 1275, which was showing 
off its wonderful restoration job for the first 
time. 

Japanese Tram for Loftus 

Greg King, a Melbourne tram enthusiast, 
recently contacted our Society, inquiring 

whether we would like a Japanese tram to add to 
our collection. Naturally, our board was interest
ed but having had experience with the costs 
involved in the importation of an overseas tram 
and that all our funds are committed to complet
ing our display hall and other works, the costs 
would have to be met by members' donations or 
sponsorship. 

The tramcar concerned is a two-motor equal-
wheeled bogie car originally built for the Sendai 
tramway system in northern Japan, and was pur
chased by the Nagasaki tramways when the 
Sendai system closed. 

We are now able to announce that sponsorship 
has been obtained and arrangements have been 
made for transportation from Japan to 
Melbourne, thence by road to Loftus. The bulk 
of the costs involved are being sponsored by 
Nippon Express company, with Australian 
National Line providing free transport by ship. 
Our thanks are extended to Mr Ken Tokura, 
President of the Japan-Australia Cultural 
Foundation for his efforts on our behalf, to 
David Rawlings for doing all the leg-work and, 
of course, to Greg King for obtaining the tram 
initially. It is anticipated that the car will arrive 
at the end of June this year. 

t 
A view from 141s looking forward to 1111 as the coupled set nego
tiates the scissors crossover. FRANK McQUADE 
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BYLANDS 

Tramway Museum Society of Victoria 

Premier's Visit to Bylands 

We were most privileged to have the Premier 
of Victoria, the Hon. Joan Kirner, visit Bylands 
on thursday, 12 March 1992 to inspect our 
museum. The Premier rode Wl class 427 to the 
end of the line to inspect our trackwork exten
sion towards Kilmore. Before inspecting our 
depots, the Premier officially handed the keys of 
the PTC tip truck to our chairman, Rod Atkins. 
This vehicle has been loaned to the Society 
under the same arrangement as tower truck No. 
17. 

Our Society is most grateful to the PTC and its 
employees in arranging the loan of this truck to 
the Museum. 

The Premier then proceeded to inspect our 
tramcar fleet in the Burn Hurren Shed, with spe
cial emphasis on our restoration efforts on W3 
class 667. Despite her tight timetable, the 
Premier was very interested in our efforts and 
we were able to show her through the old depot 
as well. 

We must thank Max McDonald for fulfilling 
his promise to have the Premier visit our muse
um, and Andrew Hall for planning the day. 

Buildings 

We have received the "All Clear' signal to pro
ceed with the dismantling of the ex-Education 
Department buildings at the old Castlemaine 
Technical School, but with a very short time 
limit in which to carry out the work. 
Dismantling internal fittings from the buildings 
commenced on Saturday, 14 March. 

The buildings are 1950s pre-fab Bristol metal 
frame class rooms and they can be unbolted and 
removed in sections to Bylands for re-erection. 

Regular visitors to Bylands will have noticed 
the disappearance of the Tait railway carriage 

and we now herald the departure of our railway 

C van to an out-of-sight location to act as a gen
eral store. The van will be replaced by one of the 
Castlemaine buildings which will become our 
new reception, display and kiosk area. We 
expect to remove the museum display from VR 
car 34 to this building also. This building will 
also serve as a members' amenities and club 
rooms. A kitchen and changing area with wash
ing and showering facilities for our members 
will also feature in the complex as finances 
allow for their re-installation. 

When the removal of buildings has been com
pleted at Castlemaine, we shall still have a simi
lar task to carry through at Monument Creek 
near Mount Macedon. 

It is currently proposed to erect one large build
ing, combined from both Castlemaine and 
Monument Creek structures, near the east side of 
the bus shed. This building will be used to store 
tram bodies, motor vehicles and spare parts. 

As you can see, 1992 will see an enormous 
improvement at our Bylands home, and we also 
hope to start concreting the floor of the cable 
tram shed shortly as funds become available. 

Development Works 

Recent weekend working parties have disman
tled the unused railway siding at Wallan, result
ing in a pile of 1101b rail alongside our track bed 
near McKershers Road for eventual extension of 
the track towards Kilmore. A further exercise in 
rail lifting from a similar disused siding at 
Donnybrook awaits the attention of our work
force when the exercises above have been com
pleted and funding is available. 

Tramcar News 

XI class 467 will be returned to Bylands soon, 
after the successful excursion on the Labour Day 
holiday. 

The PTC and the Ministry of Transport have 
approved the transfer of W6 class tramcar 996 to 

34 



TROLLEY WIRE MAY 1992 

our museum, and this will be transferred early in 
April when XI class 467 is returned to By lands. 

W2 class 220 at Bylands: A survey of work 
required to restore this car has revealed that 
wiring and roof repairs are the major tasks to be 
tackled. Timber is on site for the completion of 

the timber framing on the east side drop centre. 
The motorman's cabin frames, too, need fitting, 
and all parts are available. The refit of this car 
should be achieved late in 1993 in time for its 
70th birthday. 

HADDON... 

Melbourne Tramcar Preservation Association 

It is pleasing to report that subsequent to the 
last issue of Trolley Wire, the weather has vastly 
improved, allowing us to once again venture out
doors. 

Trackwork Stage 3 

Work is well and truly under way on stage 3 of 
the museum's trackwork and already the results 
are impressive. A considerable amount of earth
works are involved in the construction of this 
stage of the work. 

For those who are unfamiliar with our museum 
at Haddon, the southern side of the property has 
a large steep slope on it, making the construction 
of level track impossible without undertaking 

earthworks first. 

To overcome the problem of the slope of the 
land, we have had to fill and level a large portion 
of the area in order to provide a stable road base 
for the track to be laid upon. At the steepest part 
of the slope, a retaining wall and embankment 
has been constructed using old sleepers fastened 
to lengths of rail that have been secured in the 
ground by concrete. 

All of the steel sleepers that will be used in the 
construction of the trackwork have been posi
tioned in piles along the right-of-way for final 
positioning on the road base, once it has suitably 
compacted. 

W2 class 357 standing at the top terminus at Haddon. 

GEOFF BOUNDS 
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Members of the Rail Tourist Association visiting Haddon on 5 January 1992. 

GEOFF BOUNDS 

Whilst moving the sleepers into position, the 
opportunity has been taken to position the steel 
overhead span poles near the approximate loca
tion they will be erected. 

W2 class 407 

Arthur Ireland, assisted by various other muse
um members, continues to make good progress 
in the restoration of this tram. Recent work 
undertaken includes the manufacture of new 
metal exterior roof gutters, and lifeguard tray 
timbers and metal support bars. 

Like most museums, we are not flush with 
money and we tend to make every possible use 
of what we have and this has been the case with 
the metal support bars that have been replaced. 
The old bars, which were bent due to accident 
damage whilst the tram was running in 
Melbourne, have yielded sufficient steel to pro
duce point bars for all of our tram fleet. As the 
saying goes, "Waste not, want not". 

Instead of allowing the point bars to roll around 
the floor of the motorman's cabins, special point 
bar holders have been made and will be fitted to 
our trams as time permits. 

Externally, all of 407's pillars and window 
frames have been filled, sanded back and primed 
ready for undercoating. 

We are also very fortunate that the interior of 
407 is in very good condition and the varnish 
work will only require a light rub back and a sin
gle coat. 

Rail Tourist Association Visit 

About thirty members of the Rail Tourist 
Association visited our museum on Sunday, 5 
January. We had two trams, W2 class 357 and 
W3 class 663, in operation on the day and the 
visitors inspected all of the museum's facilities. 

We are sure that all of the visitors enjoyed the 
day as much as we enjoyed having them visit 
our museum. 

Track Bonds 

President Craig Tooke has turned his talents 
towards the manufacture of track bonds, and I 
am sure he was relieved when he had completed 
the one hundred bonds that are required to elec
trically bond stage three of the trackwork. 
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Bonding is a very important part of the con
struction of our trackwork, particularly in the 
country where we are located. Apart from pro
viding greater continuity in the return circuit for 
the traction current, it stops arcing around fish
plates and rail joints. 

In the middle of summer, it would only take 
one spark to set the whole museum alight, so 
hence our concern. 

Signal Mast 

Electrical Superintendent Noel Gipps, assisted 
by John Withers, Tony Smith and Arthur 
Ireland, have completed the manufacture and 
erection of the first signal mast. 

Situated about halfway between the car barn 
and the terminus, the mast will be used to sup
port the colour light signals which will control 
the movement of trams between the two 
extremes of track. 

Pit Lights 

Some of us have experienced the vjoy' of work

ing on equipment underneath a tram, and it is no 
fun working on such equipment in near total 
darkness or using a torch or lead light for illumi
nation. 

A number of years ago, the Association was 
fortunate in obtaining for a nominal cost the pit 
light fittings from the former Victorian Railways 
tram depot at Sandringham. 

John Withers overhauled a number of these fit
tings some years ago for eventual use in our 
tram servicing pits, both in the car barn and 
workshop building. 

Craig Tooke and Tony Smith have completed 
the installation of four twin 20 Watt fluorescent 
light fittings, and two of the former VR tram 
depot incandescent light fittings fitted with 60 
Watt lamps, into the tram servicing pit in the car 
barn. 

The result is excellent illumination of the 
underside of any tram that is over the pit, and the 
days of working in total darkness are now just a 
bad memory. 

• 

• *W mmz * 

W3 class 663 and W4 class 670 on the recently completed north-west curve situated at 
the rear of the carbarn. ARTHUR IRELAND 
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BALLARAT... 

Ballarat Tramway Preservation Society 

The 15th Scout Jamboree was held in Ballarat 
between the 4th and 11th of January. A huge 
camp was established in Victoria Park, site of a 
US Army encampment from 1942 to 1945. 
Much of the sewerage system installed by the 
US Army was refurbished after lying dormant 
for over forty years. Some 15,000 scouts attend
ed, making the Victoria Park complex the fif
teenth largest city in Victoria for a week or so. 

The organised tramway activity was concen
trated between 10 and 11am, when several hun
dred scouts would descend on the trams for an 
hour before being whisked off to other activities. 
The two currently serviceable bogie cars, 40 and 
661, plus one of the single truckers, were provid
ed to handle the hordes, just as they had done on 
countless school trips throughout their service 
careers. Given the scouts' liking for swinging on 
things, we considered ourselves lucky to come 
out of it with a few broken hand straps and a 
broken bell cord. In all, 2490 scouts were car
ried, while souvenir sales amounted to a brisk 
$1159, much of which was for our new cloth 
badge, a real hit with the scouts. 

The two major works programmes for the last 
few years, the horse tram and the museum dis
play, are both remorselessly nearing completion. 
The carpet is being installed in the museum, 
which is the last job before fitting out. Some 
demonstration display boards have been pre
pared to test out various theories, and suddenly 
everyone has become an expert in display mat
ters. Some very lively discussions have been tak
ing place. A video unit is soon to be installed, to 
provide a five-minute introductory programme 
for visitors. 

On the horse tram, staircases and canopies are 
now complete and installed at both ends. This 
section of the job has been by far the most com
plex, as nothing is square or straight. It has been 
a case of making dozens of curved and irregular
ly shaped pieces fit together into a single unit. 
The painting, lining and lettering of the body 
section is now complete, with work now being 
concentrated on the painting of the end platform 

sections. The upper deck handrails are currently 
being manufactured, using some parts from the 
ex-Beaumaris horse tram obtained from the 
TMSV. The only other major job remaining is a 
couple of catwalks across the top of the end 
canopies, giving access from side to side 
upstairs. The slatted sunshade louvres, mostly 
ex-cable trailer, have been restored and are cur
rently being fitted. Jackie Edwards did the 
restoration job on these at home during January 
and February, and at one stage had them hanging 
out on the clothes line for the varnish to dry. 
What must the neighbours think? 

The other job currently under way is the repaint 
of 671. The holes in the end aprons for the 
advertising panels have been refilled and Len 
Millar is plodding on through the unrewarding 
drudgery of preparing the bodywork for repaint
ing. 

The jobs keep coming, however. A start has 
been made in providing a storage area above the 
crew room for all of those items currently taking 
up valuable floor space around the depot. When 
this is operational, war will be declared on that 
great enemy of all tramway museums, self-per
petuating piles of junk. Then we have a mechan
ical overhaul on car 38, a body overhaul on 40, 
and a complete rebuild of Company car No. 12. 

The SECV bought bogie cars 38, 39 and 40 
between April and June 1951, which means they 
ran them for a little over twenty years before 
closure. The BTPS have now owned these three 
cars for a similar length of time, so comparisons 
are interesting. 40 ran 605,972kms with the SEC 
and 8,500 with the BTPS, a ration of 71 to 1 in 
the SEC's favour, while 38 had a 187 to 1 ratio. 
39 hasn't turned a wheel for the BTPS, so this 
one is infinity! It rather puts museum activities 
into perspective, though the SEC had 55 
reportable street accidents in their last full year 
of operation, so perhaps in areas other than 
mileage, the museums aren't doing too badly. 
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FERNY GROVE... 

Brisbane Tramway Museum Society 

Display Building 

There has been no further progress on this pro
ject as the Museum is still waiting for a reply 
from the relevant departments of the Brisbane 
City Council. Changes to planning ordinances 
necessitated the submission of revised paper
work. 

Substation 

The traction system control circuitry is being 
modified to delete several non-essential relays 
and switches, thus reducing the possibility of 
system faults occurring during operations. 
Concurrent with this work is the construction of 
a auxiliary power supply to enable selected sec
tions of the traction system to remain energised 
outside the normal operation times. 

Spare llkV swithgear arrives at Ferny Grove. 
On the truck are oil circuit breakers, CT cham
bers, busbar chambers and associated hard
ware. The ^wheelie' bin is full of bits and pieces. 

JOHN LAMBERT 

The museum purchased a redundant SEQEB 
substation for the scrap price of $20 and three 
complete units of llkV switch gear were recov
ered as spare equipment for the museum substa
tion. The work party commenced at 4.30pm on 
Friday, 17 January and the job was completed at 
1.30pm the next day when the equipment was 
delivered to Ferny Grove. The substation was 
demolished, complete with remaining equip
ment, by the demolition contractor the following 
weekend. 

Site Clean-up 

The store is undergoing a major tidying up and 
some very interesting spare parts are being 
uncovered which we did not know existed. This 
project is expected to take several months as it 
has now been allocated a lower priority over 
other site projects. 

Workshops 

Good progress has been made on car 341. All 
the new Malthoid flooring is in position and the 
motorman's cabins have been masked up and 
undercoated. The electrical division is presently 
testing the electrics of the car before giving it the 
vflash test'. It is estimated that this project will 
be completed by mid-year. 

Buildings 

Road numbers were installed on the front of 
Depot 1 on Sunday, 8 March. These numbers 
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were made by Noel West, who has also made a 
number of other signs around the museum site. 
The tower wagon was used to provide a stable 
work platform while the numbers were being 
installed. 

Handbook 

Mick Topp has produced a handbook about our 
museum for use by our tram crews and guides. It 
is being proof-read and edited by Robert 
Thomson before being released for use. 

Acquisitions 

The "scrounge department' has been very 
active recently with numerous items being 
recovered from various areas around Brisbane. 
The items include brake rigging, air equipment 
and electrical equipment from three FM bodies 
at Moggill. The removal of the equipment 
involved chopping out the floor to gain access to 
parts located under the floor. 

Cast iron tramway span pole caps fitted to tim

ber poles have been recovered by SEQEB line 
staff and eventually find their way to Ferny 
Grove. 

The last three 90W low pressure sodium 
vapour lamps were removed from Ipswich Road 
near the site of the tram depot and were present
ed intact to the museum. These lights date from 
1940 and a special thanks is due to Russell Steer 
and the line staff at Greenslopes SEQEB depot 
for giving them to us. 

Security 

A security company which checks various 
buildings and establishments in the Ferny Grove 
area is now making regular checks of the muse
um site. This has resulted in a number of our 
members being challenged when on site at odd 
hours and all members are reminded that they 
should carry a current membership card and 
some other form of identification if they plan to 
be on site outside normal hours. 

Attaching road numbers to Depot I. Matt Baker is on top of the tower and Mick Topp passes up the 
number '2' while Wayne Chaseling watches. Note the sign on the depot door. JOHN LAMBERT 
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PARRAMATTA PARK... 

Steam Tram and Railway Preservation Society 

The Society made an application to Parramatta 
City Council for the use of the ranger's cottage 
as an office and shop. Our application was 
rejected. We now propose to convert our HG 
four-wheel brake van into a shop in conjunction 
with the new steel platform for passenger access 
to the KA class car and, eventually, our FA car
riage. 

Works Report 

Steam motor 103A has been steamed several 
times since its return in November, 1991. Apart 
from some fine-tuning with the loco's big ends, 
it is proving popular with crews and the visiting 
public. It has had a headlight fitted to the leading 
end and this really makes 103A look complete. 
The electric wiring will be completed as soon as 
we receive the other headlight, and this will just 
about finish work on steam tram motor 103A. 

Locomotive 1022 continues to provide yeoman 
service in partnership with the S truck and KA 
car 778, usually on the 5th Sunday running day 
and on public holiday Mondays. 

The Stephenson has not been steamed since 
late 1991 due to a problem with one axle bear
ing. This will be looked at in the near future, 
with the view of steaming this locomotive again 
mid-year. 

Steam tram trailer 74B is well on the way to 
final restoration and undercoat has now been 
applied to the exterior. The car was used for two 
trips on Australia Day. 

No further work has been performed on rail 
motor CPH 5 since BATL left the park in late 
October 1991. It is hoped that BATL will 

resume work on the rail motor in the near future, 
with restoration completed by the end of the 
year. 

Locomotive 1308 has had some preparatory 
work done on axles, journals, etc, to enable the 
frame to be refitted to the wheelsets later in the 
year. 

With the cooler months approaching, it is 
hoped that the new 5 and 6 road points will be 
completed by mid year. With the ex-Zig Zag 
material on hand, the Society will only have to 
find the sleepers, ash and dog spikes. 

Fares Increase 

Pressing financial needs have necessitated an 
increase in the child fare from $1.00 return to 
$1.50. Whilst this appears to be a very substan
tial rise, it is the first adjustment to children's 
fares since 1986. 

We should not be too apologetic about the level 
of fares for riding transport artefacts, some of 
which are in excess of 100 years old. Fares have 
to cover the very substantial outlays in maintain
ing our collection and, to some extent, capital 
works requirements of the future. 

For readers' information, the present fares are: 

Adult single ... $ 1.00 Adult return ... $2.00 

Child single ... $0.80 Child return ... $1.50 

Family fares 
... $6.00 

2 adults and 2 or more children 

1 adult and 3 or more children .... $6.00 

0^ » r S 
aaaae sBaj .Bnare. 
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BENDIGO 

THE BENDIGO TRUST 

On the Australia Day holiday on Monday, 27 
January 1992, the Bendigo Tramways Social 
Club enjoyed a 'toastrack' tram tour of 
Melbourne. 

The tour had been in the planning stages for 
several months. Bendigo's "toastrack' tram No. 
17 was participating in the Public Transport 
Corporation's Cavalcade of Transport on 
Australia Day, 26 January, and it was decided 
that, while No. 17 was in Melbourne, it was an 
ideal opportunity to use this old tram in conjunc
tion with another for a tram tour on the 27th. 
The other tram selected was Melbourne's "toas
track' No. V 214, built by J.G. Brill & Co. and 
assembled by Duncan & Fraser in 1906 for the 
North Melbourne Electric Tramway & Lighting 
Co. This tram is a little older than our No. 17 
which was built by Duncan & Fraser in 1913. 

Our group boarded the coach at The Bendigo 
Tramways depot for the two-hour drive to 
Melbourne and we arrived at the Essendon sid
ing at 10.30am, just as the two trams were being 
shunted onto the siding for us. Some of our 
Melbourne members were already on the trams, 
having boarded at Preston or elsewhere. After 
the coach had unloaded, nearly 60 people were 
seated on the two old trams ready for a day's 
enjoyment. Our drivers were Shane Butcher and 
Milton Tyler, Melbourne tram drivers who also 
share our tram driving in Bendigo. 

Our progress into Elizabeth Street in the city 
centre brought many curious stares from 
motorists and pedestrians alike. As we made our 
way through the Bourke Street Mall, Bendigo 17 
started playing our tourist "talking tram' tape 
over the cassette speakers, describing Bendigo's 

Toastracks on tour. Bendigo 17 and Melbourne V 214 stand at the siding at Albert 
Park during the lunch layover on 27 January 1992. DENNIS BELL 
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historic buildings, much to everybody's amuse
ment. 

We eventually arrived at Albert Park for our 
lunch layover, after which we headed out along 
Dandenong Road. V 214 then went to Malvern 
Depot to allow passengers an inspection of 
Norm Maddocks' tramway memorabilia display. 
No. 17 went to the Melbourne Zoo where our 
second group alighted for a quick visit. 

Finally, we all arrived back at our waiting 
coach for the run back to Bendigo after a very 
enjoyable day. 

COTMA Co-ordination Diary 
29 M a y - 3 June 1992: 

COTMA Conference in Perth. Electric train 
and diesel railcar tours, inspections of con
struction progress on new Northern Suburbs 
electric railway, electric depot and control 
room, and visits to Bassendean rail museum 
and of course, the museums at Whiteman 
Park, home of our Conference hosts, Perth 
Electric Tramway Society. 

19 July 1992: 
F class 393 will be operating at the Sydney 
Tramway Museum, Loftus to celebrate the 
90th anniversary of oldest bogie electric car 
in Australasia. 

WHITEMAN PARK... 

Perth Electric Tramway Society 

New Acquisition - Perth B class 15 

The body of Perth single-truck car, B class 15, 
arrived at Whiteman Park from Armadale on 15 
January. 

No. 15 was one of the first group of nine 
clerestory roofed B class cars built in 1899-1901 
by Jackson & Sharp Co. These cars originally 
carried the numbers 2-18 (even numbers only) 
and later 11-19, while the ten Brill A class cars 
of 1899 were originally numbered 1-19 (odd 
numbers only) and later 1-10. 

B class cars 11-19 were all rebuilt as v2nd B' 
class (with arched roofs) in 1914-15. 

Sold in 1950-51 along with most of the remain
ing single- truck bodies , No. 15 went to 
Mandurah for use as a holiday chalet. It 
remained there until 1979 when all of the tram 
bodies at Mandurah were either re-sold or burnt. 
No. 15 was purchased by a Kelmscott resident 

Lindsay Richardson and Kevin Clarke levelling 
the floor of the the new engineering shop in 
January. LINDSAY RICHARDSON 
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The body of Perth B class 15 rests quietly at the rear of a house in Armadale, 15 December 
1991. MICHAEL STUKELY 

who placed it on sleepers in his front garden and 
undertook some restoration work, particularly on 
the interior. 

In July 1991, it was again sold and moved a lit
tle further south to Armadale. It was advertised 
for sale yet again in December and its purchase 
by PETS was financed by a generous donation 
from Kevin Clarke. 

The move to Whiteman Park was very effi
ciently carried out by Trevor Phillips (Bunbury 
House Transporters). Hydraulic house-jacks 
were used in both the loading and unloading, 
and no crane was required. On arrival at the 
Park, the body was transferred to a shop dolly 
and shunted onto the car storage shed fan with 
the tractor. 

The body is generally in quite sound condition. 
It was well protected from the weather during its 
many years in the open by fitted metal sheeting 
on the roof and extensive sheeting covering the 
sides. One end platform, which faced the sea at 
Mandurah for nearly 30 years, had deteriorated 
and was partly dismantled some time ago. 
Overall, the body is in somewhat better condi
tion than either of PETS' two later B class cars 
(Nos 46 and 81) and is a good prospect for 
restoration. 

Fremantle 29 

The third and final rebuilt resistor bank was 
attached early in January. The motorman's line-
breaker switches and lighting switch units have 
been overhauled by Noel Blackmore, and the 
overhaul of the controllers is nearing comple
tion. The built-up rubbing plates and bolster 
plate were installed at the No. 1 end in February, 
while the air lines and cable ducting at this end 
were almost complete by late March. 

On 25 March, the body was lifted clear of both 
trucks and placed on stands to permit access to 
the full underside for completion of the electrical 
and mechanical work. 

A lot of time has been devoted to applying the 
finishing touches to the livery and repairing 
some damage to the paintwork which resulted 
from the body straightening in October. 

The goal of the completion of this car is now 
clearly in sight and a final intensive effort is 
being made by all sections of the PETS work
force. 

Overhead Improvements 

The major project during the February close
down of operations was the reconstruction of the 
overhead on the long curve between the Village 
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On the way to Whiteman Park - Perth B class 15 in Albany Highway, Armadale. MICHAEL STUKELY 

B 15 rests on hydraulic jacks on the storage yard fan at Whiteman Park as Ric Francis (left), David 
Brown and Arthur Chadwick push the shop dolly into position. The end platform at his end of the car 
had been partially dismantled some years earlier. MICHAEL STUKELY 
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and Central Station. Ray Blackmore and his 
team (Scott Parker, Paul Edwards, Duncan 
McVicar and Craig Winslow) followed a similar 
approach to that used in the highly successful 
Bullpen Curve reconstruction in 1991. 

All spans and pulloffs were replaced with 
pulloffs to give a fully floating curve. Insulators 
were placed at a standard distance of about 
600mm from the running wire - due to the large 
number of overhanging trees along this curve, it 
was desirable to minimise the length of live 
spanwire. Ears were positioned at approximately 
3 metre spacing with three pulloffs per pole; two 
extra bridle pulloffs were added to give a very 
even curvature. 

The running wire was raised, realigned and 
retensioned to the Central Station end. Two 
redundant span-poles on the inside of the curve 
will now be removed. 

Our Melbourne Trams 

Just when the overhaul of the second No. 9c 
truck for W4 class 674 was believed to be 
almost complete, it was discovered that water in 

After the axle exchange, the motor is carefully 
replaced in the No. 9c truck on 9 February 
1992. MICHAEL STUKELY 

MAY 1992 

truck, 19 January 1992. MICHAEL STUKELY 

the axle-boxes had caused serious corrosion on 
one axle. A replacement was hastily selected and 
the exchange successfully carried out on 19 
January. On 21-22 March, the reassembly of the 
truck was completed and it was spray-painted. 
To ensure that the axle exchange had been done 
correctly, the truck was towed along the main 
line for a distance and carefully checked. The 
bogie exchange was then done in quick time and 
674 passed its test-run with flying colours, its 
spur gears sounding like a "real tram" (a group 
of members spent the whole trip peering down 
through the inspection hatches to get the full 
effect). 

The renewal of the lighting circuits in W2 class 
329 was nearing completion by the end of 
March. It was found that the above-floor traction 
feeder cables were in very poor condition and 
these are to be replaced. 

Kevin Clarke has been very busy rubbing down 
and priming the exterior W5 class 766. 
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General 

Regular working-bees by Lindsay Richardson's 
team on specific sections of track have contin
ued. Bennett Brook Curve has received further 
attention with lifting and packing, sleeper 
replacement and crowing of rail. Work has also 
been done at the second Bennett Brook road 
crossing and the siding turnout. 

Traffic has got off to a good start after the 
February closedown, with high levels of patron
age during March. A Family Twilight Fair was 
held on the Labor Day holiday (2 March) with 
three trams (SW2 class 426, W2 class 368 and 
W4 class 674) being required for a time in the 
afternoon. Services operated until 9pm. 

Park Management is to further develop promo
tions and major events in the Park during 1992. 
A new picnic area is being established to the 
north of Central Station, which has been 
renamed Whiteman Village Junction. The 
Triangle area is to be called Stockman's 
Crossing and new low-level platforms have been 
constructed on each leg. Trams will stop here 
when special attractions such as sheepdog trials 

and cattle drives are provided in this area. 

Noel Blackmore has prepared designs for light
ing and power systems to be installed in the car 
storage shed and the perway shed. 

The spare Chev motor for the tower wagons is 
gradually taking shape under the guidance of 
Victor Sweetlove. 

Martin Grant's can and bottle collection from 
members and friends raised $845 in 1991, bring
ing his total over five years to a remarkable 
$4375.65. 

In December, Lindsay Richardson and Ric 
Francis acquired 14 Perth-type wooden slatted 
tram seats at auction. These will be most useful 
in the forthcoming restoration of a Perth tram. 

Looking as good as new, the completed No. 9c truck was ready to be placed under W4 class 
674 on 22 March 1992. Here, Craig Winslow attaches the tow-bar for the truck to be moved 
into position on road 4 at right. L1NDSA Y RICHARDSON 
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